coding corner
know that the aminoglycoside code (Z16.29) should be used.
Coding software should lead the coder from a specific antibiotic to
the correct drug-class code.
The type of infection is coded first, followed by a code for the
organism—unless the infection code itself describes the organism
(e.g. code J13, pneumococcal pneumonia)—and then the drug
resistance code. In the case of MRSA, a drug resistance code is
not assigned because the infection code identifies the antibiotic.
In contrast, codes for specific infections caused by other drugresistant organisms, such as VRE, do not count as identifying the
presence of drug resistance for coding purposes.
In summary, be alert to single- or multiple-drug resistance
identified by culture sensitivity testing and document the type of
drug resistance exhibited by the organism. The coding sequence is
type of infection first, followed by codes for the organism (unless
incorporated by the infection code) and then for the antibiotic(s)
to which it is resistant. n

Table 3. Selected ICD-10-CM drug
resistance codes
Drug

Code

Multidrug

Z16.24

Penicillins

Z16.11

Cephalosporins

Z16.19

Quinolones

Z16.23

Vancomycin

Z16.21

Aminoglycosides

Z16.29

Antifungal

Z16.32

Antimycobacterial, multiple drugs

Z16.342

Antiparasitic

Z16.31

Antiviral

Z16.33

Dr. Pinson is a certified coding specialist, author, educator,
cofounder of Pinson and Tang, LLC (www.pinsonandtang.com),

Source: ICD-10-CM.

and coauthor of the CDI Pocket Guide. He is based in Chattanooga,
Tenn. This content is adapted with permission from Pinson and

coder’s responsibility to assign a code for the correct drug class,
making clinical pharmacology knowledge essential. For example,
if the clinician documents tobramycin resistance, the coder must

Tang, LLC. The views expressed in this column are those of the
author and are not intended to replace authoritative sources for
documentation and coding.

Cartoon Caption Contest: Put words in our mouth
ACP Hospitalist Weekly has compiled the results
from its latest cartoon contest, where readers are
invited to match wits against their peers to provide
the most original and amusing caption.
This issue’s winning cartoon caption was submitted by Meredith Cobb, ACP Medical Student
Member. Thanks to all who voted! The winning
entry captured 70% of the votes.
Captions and voting are conducted through
ACP Hospitalist Weekly. If you’re not already
receiving ACP Hospitalist Weekly, visit www.
acphospitalist.org/subscribe; contact Member and
Product Support at 800-523-1546, ext. 2600, or
direct at 215-351-2600 (M-F, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. EST);
or send an email to help@acponline.org.

“Sir, I think you were supposed to meet someone at the docks, not the doc’s.”
February 2020
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